Monkleigh Primary Newsletter
A place to Smile, to Share, to Succeed

Friday 18th November 2022
Dear Parents/Carers
From the Headteacher
Attendance-We have had a routine meeting with our EWO (Education Welfare Officer) this week, and she has
suggested that we share up to date information with you via this newsletter.
We have a new Attendance Policy - we will also share with you a ‘user-friendly’ version (sent out with this email)
Attendance letters will be sent out next week. We are obliged to send letters out for all children whose attendance is
below the 96.2%, we appreciate that some of these absences are due to covid or other illness.
There is a whole school target of 96.2% attendance - we will report up to date percentages to you on the newsletters.
Mrs Slocombe - Unfortunately Mrs Slocombe is still off poorly, she is recovering from a nasty case of cellulitis on her leg.
I am sure you will agree that Mrs Mayhew has been doing a wonderful job covering and all the learning has been
carrying on exactly as it would always do. Mrs Slocombe is still overseeing the planning and from next week Mr
Sussex will be teaching the maths, Miss Tetley will teach literacy - working with Mrs O’Donoghue, Mrs Mayhew will
oversee the class supported by myself and the other teachers and support staff.
I am sure you would join me in wishing Mrs Slocombe a speedy recovery.
Harbour Collection - A huge thank you for all the donations for Harbour, our reception children delivered it all. The
ladies at harbour showed the children around, told them all about the work of the food bank and cafe and we were
even able to sort our own donations and add to the stock that they have. The charity had given a hot lunch to 30
people on the day we visited.
Afterwards the children went for a well deserved hot chocolate at The Appledore Bakery cafe. This cafe again
supports people in the community.
We later received two lovely letters from Harbour, the first to the whole school thanking us for the donations stating,
‘We have never seen such a varied and amazing number of donated items’
‘Thank you so much for your compassion and support – you should all feel enormously proud of yourselves for your
truly kind actions’
We also received a letter just for our Butterflies thanking them for their visit and for being such good and kind friends
to everyone at Harbour.
This was a very special visit and letter, only made possible by the amazing donations we received into school. Thank
you so much.
Headlice - keep checking and treating please - we are still getting a few cases!

Karen Reeves

Current Attendance rates:
(Yrs R-6)

Class 3

Class 2

Class 1

Rec

96.17%

96.74%

93.98%

98.10%

91.96%

St. George’s Monkleigh (from Rev. Marisa) - As with many other organisations coming out of Covid, and with sharply
declining numbers, St. George’s has been facing a number of challenges in recent times.
We would like to consult Monkleigh and Saltrens residents on the options for moving forward and invite you to a
meeting in the Monkleigh Village Hall on Thursday 8th December (6 – 7.30pm) where we can explore possibilities
together. Refreshments provided.
Best wishes, Marisa

From Mrs Beer in the Office
Christmas Dinner - Final call for ordering your Christmas dinner, please.
Absence calls - Thank you for phoning the office to inform us when children are not coming in. Your children are
important to us, and it is to their benefit to be in school. Due to the tightening rules regarding attendance, I do have
to record a valid reason for any absences, and I am expected to investigate / question if a child isn’t in.
Holidays Activities and Food programme - The aim of the Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme is to support
children to eat more healthily, be more active over the school holidays and have a greater knowledge of health and
nutrition as well as be more engaged with school and other local services.
There are several opportunities for your children in the local area - please take time to click on the link and see if
there’s something that interests you.

Di Beer

Monkleigh Primary School - Governing Body
Have a look at the Governor page of the website to see details of governors, and minutes of previous meetings.
Forest School
Any questions regarding Forest school please message Mrs Hobbs via dojo.
Sport: - Please remember PE shoes everyday and a dry pair of socks.
Results: Congratulations to our Year3/4 football team who took 3rd place at the Winkleigh Primary School mini
tournament.
Our High 5 team are playing brilliantly in the League on a Monday evening, this week we had a very close match with
Torrington Bluecoats. Final score, Monkleigh 3 Bluecoats 2
More information on upcoming events will be on your Class dojo or via a message.
Lots of events are coming up, please keep checking Dojo.
Any questions please dojo or message me sport@monkleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk
AfterSchool Clubs
Here are details of the clubs that are taking place this term (all finish at 4pm - don’t forget to book B&T for siblings)
Mondays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

Keep Moving (< 5 December)
Football (< 7 December)
High 5 (< 1 December)

FOMS (Friends Of Monkleigh School)
Christmas shopping online? Go to easyfundraising to earn some extra pennies for FOMS

💰

Hi all. This year, rather than doing separate non-uniform days, Christmas Jumper days, childrens gifts
etc, we will be doing everything at once by organising a FOMS 'Christmas Fun Day' for the children.
This will be held at school on Friday 9th December and the children will be able to wear Christmas
Jumpers (with non-uniform on the bottom half), they will have a visit to Santa to collect their gift, and
they will also have a picture taken with Santa that they will be able to bring home and keep!

🎄🎅🎄

£3 per child payable at the gate on the day - all funds raised will go to FOMS.

We will also be running a Christmas Raffle again this year (on a slightly smaller scale) - details of
prizes and ticket sales to follow shortly!

Dates for your diary:
Sat 19 Nov

TOMORROW - Monkleigh Village Hall - Christmas Craft Fair

Tue 22 Nov

Some Yr 5/6 children - Indoor Athletics event

Wed 23 Nov

Full Governing Body meeting in school

Thu 24 Nov

Teachers Rock Youth Choir / Teachers Rock - Exeter Cathedral

Fri 25 Nov

Butterflies trip to Parkham woods
Volleyball session(some children)

28 Nov - 1 Dec

Bikeability (Class 3)

Mon 28 Nov

After school High Five match

5/6 & 8/9 Dec

Bikeability (Class 3)

Wed 7 Dec
Thu 8 Dec
Fri 9 Dec

🎄

🎅 School Christmas Lunch 🎄
St. George’s Church - meeting at village hall 6-7:30pm
FOMS Christmas Fun Day 🎅

Tue 13 Dec

FSU/Class 1 - Nativity in Church 13:30
Class 2/3 - Christmas Carols & Readings in Church 18:30

Wed 14 Dec

Class Christmas Parties

Historical Extracts (taken from the old School Logbooks)
Nov 14th 1905

New stove lighted, but room so full of smoke that the blacksmith was sent for, who soon set it
right

Nov 22nd 1907

A very cold morning with no fires lighted owing to want of coal.
Sent for (caretaker) but she was too busy to attend. - Attempted to light fires but schoolroom
smoked out from 10:55 to 12

Nov 25th 1907

Received 3 cwt* of coal. & 1 cwt coke received

Nov 11th 1920

(Armistice Day) The Rev. Evelyn Smith visited the School, and addressed the children, who
were greatly interested in what he told them - The Union Jack was hoisted in the playground,
and a half holiday given in the afternoon.

Nov 17th 1936

The School nurse, Miss Goddard, visited the school this morning and examined the children’s
heads
* cwt = hundredweight = 112lbs = 50.8kg

