
Dear Parents/carers, 

 

 

I hope you had a great Easter Holiday and managed to catch up with family and friends! Hopefully the sun 

continues to shine and we can get a full ‘normal’ Summer Term to end the strange school year! This would 

usually be the term where Year 6’s would be preparing for their SATS, however, this obviously will not happen 

again this year due to the pandemic. This means that we have much more time in school to cover the parts of 

the curriculum that have not been mastered yet and will give us more time to go back over anything the 

children have found difficult over the year both at school and at home.  

 

In Literacy, the children finished last term writing some brilliant pieces of persuasive texts. This term we are 

going to try and catch up on lost time by doing lots of short writing topics to give the children opportunity to 

learn and write a variety of writing types. They are going to start by writing some poetry about settings and 

locations. After this they will complete a unit of work based on instructions. The children will write their own set 

of instructions, using good sentence structure and punctuation. They will also write some newspaper reports 

linked in with the History topic of ‘Crime and Punishment.’ Finally, they will also have the opportunity to write 

their own stories, hopefully showing off all the amazing writing skills they have gained and developed over the 

year. Throughout these units of work, we will be continuing to go over the SPaG curriculum, making sure 

children are confident with the terms used. We will also be completing lots of reading tasks this term to ensure 

children are confident with the reading of texts and answering of questions.  

 

During Maths this half term, Year 5s will continue to learn about fractions, percentages and decimals. They 

will learn and become more confident when adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions. They will 

learn how to find fractions and percentages of quantities and be able to convert between fractions, decimals 

and percentages. Year 6s will be starting a unit of work on algebra. They will learn to use simple formulas, 

generate and describe sequences, find missing numbers and find numbers that satisfy an equation.  

Both Year groups will then be going back over the Measurement area of maths as this was a topic the children 

found particularly hard and was a topic they competed towards the end of the lockdown so will need 

reinforcing. We will spend the rest of the year, recapping objectives they found difficult and spending lots of 

time on problem solving tasks.  

 

In Science our topic is ‘Forces.’ This will be a really fun topic as it will include lots of fun investigations and 

experiments.  They will learn about and complete investigations into how friction works, how air resistance 

works, how gravity works, how water resistance and upthrust works and they will also learn about different 

mechanisms and pulleys. Activities in this unit of work include, making parachutes, measuring forces, making 

boats, finding out the friction generated in a variety of materials and much more. They will also learn how to 

plan, set up and record a Science investigation from start to finish. After the forces topic, they will be learning 

about Evolution and inheritance. This topic will include learning about how living things, particularly humans, 

have changed over time, how fossils help provide us with this information, how offspring are not identical to 

parents and how animals adapting to environments can lead to evolution.  

 

In the first half-term, we will finish learning about the English Civil War in History. We will learn about the key 

events that happened during this war, find out about some of the key battles and find out what happened in 

the Battle of Torrington! Once this topic is finished, we will be moving onto our main History topic of the term 

which is ‘Crime and Punishment.’ The children will learn about the different laws that have been created 

throughout history since the Roman times and will learn about some of the weird and wacky punishments that 

were given out. The children will find it fascinating to learn about what people believed and how this compares 

to our beliefs, laws and punishments today.  

 

We will be doing Geography after half term. The topic is about knowledge of specific places. We will be 

comparing the area that we live in with an area in a completely different part of the world such as North 

America, South America and to other parts of Europe. We will be discussing climate, landscapes, food and 

general way of life.  

 

In Computing, the children are going to continue working on our topic of ‘Big Data.’ In this unit of work the 

children will revise how bar codes and QR codes work, will learn about how Infrared waves are used for the 

transmission of data whilst also recognising the uses of Radio-frequency identification (RFID). They will also 

learn a little bit about how networks and the internet are able to share information and we will also explore the 

dangers of ‘big data.’ 

 



 

In Art our topic is ‘Colour Chaos.’ We will be looking at a variety of different artists such as Piet Modrian, Mark 

Rothko, Paul Klee and many others. We will be discussing features of their painting and how they use colours 

effectively. The children will enjoy exploring their techniques and will use everything they have learnt to paint 

their own works of art! In Design and Technology, the topic is ‘structures.’ We are going to focus our learning 

on free-standing structures and will discuss how they are designed and made to stay strong and robust. 

During this topic the children will gain lots of tips before having a go at creating their own marble runs! We will 

need lots of toilet roll tubes for this so if you could start collecting them up, that would be great! 

 

Here is what we will be covering in other subjects:  

PSHE’s topic is ‘Growing and Changing.’ This topic includes the puberty and sex education elements of the 

curriculum required to be taught in Year 5/6. This topic is to help the children understand their own bodies and 

how they are at the age that changes may start or already have started to happen. We will discuss how this 

affects the body physically but also how it affects feelings, emotions and behaviour. After half term, in RE, the 

children will be learning about Hinduism. The children will learn about the beliefs they have, the Gods and 

Goddesses they worship, the places they believe are special plus many other things. In French, the children 

will be learning about ‘The home.’ This will include names of family members, rooms within the house, pets 

and items found in the home. They will attempt to create a family tree in French and we will of course go back 

over key words they would have already learnt in other years. In Music, we will continue to use the ‘Charanga’ 

tool. The song we have started learning about and will continue learning about is the ‘Fresh Prince of Belair’ 

theme tune. The children have loved listening to the song and singing/rapping along to it. We will learn about 

the beat of the song and attempt to play the music using a variety of instruments.  

 

PE will continue to be taught by Mrs Wilson every day. On Wednesdays, the children will be doing ‘Workout 

Wednesdays’ so children will need to come to school in their PE kits. They can stay in these all day as they 

will also be taking part in some Forest School in the afternoons. If children have a reason, that has been 

agreed with Mrs Reeves, for wearing trainers during the day, they will still need another change of trainers for 

PE lessons.   

 

Homework may start to be handed out again at some point this term to help the Year 6s prepare for secondary 

school. However, in the meantime, the best things to be doing at home to help your child’s learning is: 

 

• Continue to practise the weekly spellings on spelling shed 

• Continue to gain confidence and speed in recalling times tables by using Times Tables Rockstars 

• Use the readtheory.org website to work on reading comprehension 

• Use Mathletics to practice any areas of Maths they may find hard in class. 

• Continue to read as much as possible and to record books read in the children’s reading diaries.  

 

 

If at any time during the term you have any concerns regarding your child or anything you would like to discuss 

with me, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Mr Sussex 


