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Now that everyone has settled back into school, I thought it would be a good 

time to update you all on the learning that is taking place this term. The 

children are working incredibly hard and we are focussing on making sure the 

gaps in their learning are being addressed and they are prepared for the 

upcoming year.  

 

In Maths, we are focussing our learning on number. With such a lot of learning 

missed this year, it is really important that the children are able to use number 

strategies to be able to access the learning next year. By focussing our time on 

number, the children should be able to make links within other areas of maths 

too, such as measurement or fractions. We hope that the children in year 1 and 

2 are now able to make 10, 20 and 100 confidently and can recall these facts 

quickly. We are also working on addition and subtraction and using strategies to 

help us calculate mentally, without using our fingers. Many of the year 2s are 

now beginning to use written strategies too for larger numbers, such as column 

addition and subtraction. We will soon be moving on to revisiting multiplication 

and division too.  

 

Literacy continues to be taught in our small Read, Write Inc groups. The 

progress children are making in these groups is brilliant and with the continued 

reading practice at home this will support them greatly.  

 

History: We are currently learning about Medieval Times and then moving on to 

learning about the civil war in local history and geography together after half 

term. We will be looking at the life of the rich and poor, clothes they wore, jobs 

they had and different types of houses.  

 



PSHE: We have been looking at health and wellbeing: growing and changing this 

term and how people change between baby and elderly. PSHE allows for lots of 

healthy discussion in class and with everything going on in the world at the 

moment, it is important for children to have positive mental health and be able 

to talk about their feelings and worries. We will be learning about our bodies; 

how wonderful they are and how each person’s body belongs to them.  

 

Science: Mrs Hinchliffe teaches Science on Fridays and are focussing their 

learning on living things, including animals.  

 

Art: We are exploring colour this term and looking at the work of Andy Warhol; 

creating our own pop art style artwork.   

 

Computing: Miss Turner teaches computing on a Thursday afternoon. The 

children are currently learning about the International Space Station and 

learning about what the astronauts need up in space to survive. They are 

developing their computer skills to record and research their findings.  

 

On Fridays, the children continue to complete maths challenge (which focusses 

on addition, subtraction, number bonds and times tables as they progress 

through). The children have five minutes to complete as many of the sums as 

possible, aiming to beat their score from the previous week!  

Spellings are also on a Friday. Children get weekly spellings once they progress 

through the phonics groups and are confident in reading and writing all sounds.  

Please remember to send your child in wearing clothes suitable for PE and 

outdoor learning on a Thursday. Wellies and waterproofs aren’t currently 

needed unless it looks like it will be a wet day! 

 

The children are still provided with a fruit snack in the morning but if your child 

wants to bring in a fruit/healthy snack from home that is fine too. 



Please take advantage of the universal free school meals still on offer for 

children in Class 1. If you do send your child in with a packed lunch, please 

ensure it is filled with healthy foods for your child. One or two sweet treats in 

a packed lunch is plenty and healthy foods will ensure they have a continuous 

supply of energy for the rest of the afternoon. Please also remember we have a 

‘no nuts’ policy at school due to severe allergies. This includes nut butters and 

spreads and all items containing nuts.  

 

Thank you once again for all your support, please continue to contact me via dojo 

or catch me at the gate if you need anything. Class 1 is a very happy place to be! 

 

Mrs O’Donoghue 


