
Caterpillars Autumn 2 - Winter 

 

Week Focus Key text Rhymes/songs Word of 

the week 

Experiences 

Year 1   

Experiences 

Year 2  

1 

 

Fireworks 

 
 

zoom zoom zoom  

Zoom Zoom Zoom, We're Going to the 

Moon | Fingerplay | Songs for kids 

(youtube.com) 

 

Safe Fire-work safety 

toilet tubes with 

paint  

Glitter tuff and 

mark making with 

fine brush.  

Marble painting 

fireworks  

Paint and rollers 

exploring 

patterns  

Glue, Salt and 

watered paint 

fireworks.  

Big anticlockwise 

movements with 

chalks and 

scarves.  

 

Phonics focus- 

Instruments- 

exploring sounds- 

songtime and 

rhythm.  

 

Copy the rhythm.   

Fire-work safety 

glue and glitter 

Rocket with shapes  

Glitter tuff and mark 

making with fine brush.  

Chalk and black paper 

Exploring patterns   

Big anticlockwise 

movements with chalks and 

scarves.  

 

Phonics focus- Instruments- 

exploring sounds- songtime 

and rhythm.  

 

Copy the rhythm. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZragmYBm9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZragmYBm9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZragmYBm9o


2 Diwali  

 

It’s diwali festival of light  

 

 

Diwali  

  

Chalk Rangoli 

patterns  

Salt dough diva’s  

Mehndi patterns 

on hands  

Rama and sita 

story  

Diwali paper 

plate lamps  

rice art/sensory- 

scooping and 

pouring.  

 

Phonics focus- 

Copying rhythm 

and actions   

 

Mehndi patterns  

Bhangra dancing  

Rangoli patterns  

lanterns  

rama and sita story  

colouring bread/snack 

Tuff rangoli with gems- 

small parts  

 

Phonics focus- Copying 

rhythm and actions   

3 Learning 

about night 

time 

 

Rock a bye baby 

Rock a-bye, baby - BBC Teach 

 

Daytime/ 

night time   

Nocturnal  

Black shadow 

animals and 

torches what 

animal do you 

see?  

Making dens  

Day and night 

sorting  

Owl with shapes  

Fine motor- 

hedgehog and 

pegs.  

Day and night 

sorting.  

flick painting - 

night stars-  owl 

Exploring and naming 

animals that hunt during the 

night 

Create dens and places to 

rest and be quiet.  

Exploring with torches.  

Learning about where 

animals live.   

Owl fork painting and 

collage.  

Playdough and spaghetti 

hedgehogs  

 

Phonics focus- What’s 

missing? 

 

Grandmas keys  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-rock-a-bye-baby/zbwgscw


pom pom and 

collage. 

Playdough and 

spaghetti 

hedgehogs.  

Create small 

world house with 

the children for 

finger puppets to 

hide.   

 

Phonics focus- 

What’s missing? 

 

Grandmas keys  

 

 

4 Hello winter  

 

Here we go around the mulberry bush 

 Here we go round the mulberry bush - 

BBC Teach 

 

Chilly  

Crispy  

Crunch  

Winter walk  

collecting 

sticks/leaves for 

small world 

 

Xmas Bundles  

 

penguin card- cut 

and stick  

 

salt dough trees 

with finger 

prints  

 

Calendar 

Year collage  

 

Going for a winter walk and 

talking about the changes to 

our environment  

Create own stick man 

Xmas bundles  

 

Robin family card  

 

Salt dough hand 

 

Calendar- 4 season tree  

 

Phonics focus- Listening 

walk- what can you see, 

smell, hear? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-here-we-go-round-the-mulberry-bush/z7jgscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-here-we-go-round-the-mulberry-bush/z7jgscw


Phonics focus- 

Listening walk- 

what can you see, 

smell, hear?  

 

Winter blending - 

Hat, snow, cold, 

mug jog log ice 

scarf coat boots 

- using cue cards 

infront of 

children.  

 Winter blending - Hat, 

snow, cold, mug jog log ice 

scarf coat boots - using cue 

cards infront of children.  

5  

Christmas 

festivities  

Christmas 

Bundles 

 

 Away in a manger  

https://youtu.be/9CJFt7BZKUU 

Stable  

Festive 

Xmas Bundle  

 

Reindeer biscuit  

 

Snow globe  

 

Writing 

christmas cards 

to complete 

bundles.  

 

Christmas tree 

spiral cutting 

focus  

Duplo - 

Christmas 

challenge cards.  

 

● Build a 

stable. 

 

*Freeze animals* 

Xmas Bundles  

 

lolly stick tree decoration  

 

Hot chocolate stirrer  

 

Writing cards to complete 

bundles 

 

Linking block challenge 

cards.  

 

Pom Pom winter fine motor 

mats.  

 

 

*Prepare ice paints* 

https://youtu.be/9CJFt7BZKUU


 

 

  

6 Freezing and 

melting  

 

Penguin salute  

https://youtu.be/He5Xu11HBkM 

 

 Frozen  

Melting  

Free the animals  

 

sensory snow - 

arctic animals  

 

 Cotton bud 

painting 

snowflakes 

  

Melting snowmen 

(packing peanuts) 

 

Playdough 

snowmen- (cloud 

dough) 

 

Snowmen 

bottles- fine 

motor - cotton 

wool and 

tweezers.  

Exploring the concept of 

frozen and the changes that 

occur.  

Exploring shapes and making 

arrangements with them 

painting with ice  

 

Gloop and arctic  animals.  

 

Threading snowflakes 

 

Sno flake fine motor cutting 

and sticking - on blue paper.  

 

Snowmen busy bag  

7 Celebrate  

 

When father Christmas got stuck in 

the chimney  

https://youtu.be/0IcSuv9tZow 

 

Celebrate   

Engaging in many festive and fun treats.  

christmas crowns  

christmas themed crafts  

Ending with a christmas party.  

 

https://youtu.be/He5Xu11HBkM
https://youtu.be/0IcSuv9tZow

